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Kids Missions Camp
Transformational Experiences
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Kids Missions Camp started nine years ago from Doug
Hazenb6s dream to help
and 2030s. The Northwest Church Connections director for

the mission agency WorldVenture, Doug had a growing pas-

sion to develop missional kids.
He was burdened by the re-
search showing that many mis-
sionaries report they were
called by God before the age of =3
12, yet few 21° century children | ##
get much, if any, exposure to A
missionaries and the needs of
the world. For generations,
summer camp has been a :
transformational event in chil- :
drenos
use a camping experience to
instill missions in a fun way?

with campers at the
banquet focused on that
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Designed to be intensely in-

teractive, Kids Missions Camp runs Sunday through Thurs-
day afternoon and is open to children in 4™ to 8" grades.
The program is developed by Doug and a host of talented
volunteers in cooperation with the Camp Jonah staff where
the camp is held in Trout Lake, WA. They all share a pas-
sion for missions and for communicating with kids.
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Campers had fun living in the
refugee quarters they built.
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new country. Campers must have
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fiimmigration and customs. 0 They
long lines that go nowhere, and the staff sometimes hides
their luggage and explains that it has been stolen.

An Annual Special Feature

Each yeardéds program is built
o\ One year it was refugees. The first night the kids

S \vere told that as a special treat, they would be al-
lowed to sleep in their clothes. At 5:00 the next
morning, volunteer firemen set off several smoke
alarms and smoke
bombs. Counselors in-

fl formed the campers that
they had to leave imme-
diately and could take
only their sleeping bags.

For the next 30 hours,
everyone became a refu-
gee. The staff previously
had collected a pile of
scrap wood and several
tarps. Each cabin of
campers scrounged for
materials and built a tem-

The goal is to expose
campers to missions in
such a powerful way that
they will understand and

for people. The usual

camp activitiesd games, such a pOWfoUI way that
they will understand and

water sports, hikes, etc.
o are included, but from
the time they arrive at
camp, children are ex-
periencing missions.
They learn about other
cultures, eat some of
their food, are introduced

respond
for people.

EKids Missions Gamp
The goal is to expose
respond to GogapEexta Missions in

EXids Missions Gamp

porary shelter. Port-a-potties replaced bathrooms.
Staff hung bananas on tree limbs and left peanuts
and bottles of water on the ground so that the
irefugeeso could discover s
Each group was challenged to develop commu-
ntydt o work together to help
When they left theirmake-s hi ft fAhomeso un
staff raided and stole things to help campers under-
stand how vulnerable refugees are. A missionary

(G piotdlevdintg camplangbreyglft a tepresentative
from an aid agency. Both of these missionaries ex-
plained how their organizations serve refugees.

The two-days-and-one-night experience of being

to other religions, and
often most important, meet live missionaries and nationals.

Each year the program begins with an extensive entry proc-
ess, simulating all that missionaries go through entering a

refugees provided campers with powerful learning
experiences they will never forget. Their compas-
sion for displaced people grew exponentially. During the

camp children made comments | iKk
refugee was. o fil plan to pray f
praying for them. o
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Two sisters went home determined to act on behalf of the
homeless in their community. They started a ministry to the
freeway
ministry

panhandl ers at
Others, o0 the

sacks with basic hy-
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ramps.
t he

Mi ssi ons

giene items, nonperish-
able food, a free meal
ticket at the gospel mis-
sion, and a tract. The
sacks are distributed to
needy people in their
area.

Another theme revolved
around the persecuted
church. The cabins
formed house churches

EKids Missions Gamp

Campers learn multiple

ways they can get
involved immediately
In missions.

EKids Missions Gamp

meeting in secret loca-

tions throughout the camp. A missionary with experience in
developing cell churches around the world helped the chil-
dren understand what is essential to be a church. Kids
learned church was not a big facility or elaborate programs.
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where they were required to march around anddo Mi ssionary plane
manual tasks. Eventually the staff helped them letters from home.
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through a 36x36 tunnel |under the building

Another unforgettable
learning experience
came when the camp-
erstook atripto a
nearby cave. Each
child had a flashlight.
At a gathering point
deep in the cave, they
were instructed to turn
off their lights and ex-
perience complete
darkness. Doug chal-
lenged them to con-
sider what it would be
like to live in total spiri-
tual darkness. Then he
asked how much im-
pact one person could
have if he or she took
the gospel to those in

such darkness. Doug turned on his single light, and the
group was amazed at the impact of one little light.
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Crawling through a tunnel was
campersb
from

recruited j§
he
to turn on his flashlight. One by one, campers asked an-
other person to help them bring light into the darkness,
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which campers could get frightened. Parents are given an
orientation when they drop off their kids. They receive a

c@py of theesdhedulel 2n@areasked to fiial forgheir children
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children for the final two-hour activity on
Thursday afternoon. They get a taste of
what their children have been learning
throughout the week.

Practical Implementation
Campers learn multiple ways they can get

nvol ved
|l earned

i mmedi ately
to pray at

child said. Campers are also equipped to
share the gospel with their friends and
neighbors.

One

year camp

signment was to develop a way of informing other people

the campers

wer e
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and worked with each cabin to

me ans
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asked an

and soon every light was burning again. Both spiritual

darkness and the power of light took on a brand new mean-

ing that day for every participant.

Staff and Parents

The camper-to-staff ratio at Kids Missions Camp is kept in-
tentionally low so that counselors can monitor situations in

Campers learned to identify with needy people
around the globe.

rpiduce a DVD about their child.
At the end of the week, children
took home copies
presentation that they could

share with their church, Sunday
school classes, and friends. Many
eagerly asked
child in the following months.

One of the most effective parts of
camp is the interaction between
guest missionaries and the chil-
dren. Doug
cautions that
not every mis-
sionary is
gifted at en-
gaging kids.
They have to
be able to tell
stories that
get into the
hearts and
lives of kids
and challenge

African church
leader with
him to camp

one year. Together they demonstrated a Christian/Muslim

conversation around the making of tea as it is done in that

Af ri can

context.
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tions and said his prayers, but also listened intently as the

AChristiano
trigued.
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featured
with a Mission Impossible theme. Each cabin received the
story of a real child somewhere around the globe who was
significantly at risk. The campers were deputized as special
agents and each received a pair of sunglasses. Their as-
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